Various studies have implicated testicular secretions as being involved in ascorbic acid metabolism in animals . Tissue distribution and urinary excretion of ascorbic acid in rats have been demonstrated to be profoundly influenced by castration (1, 2) . Hepatic biosynthesis of ascorbic acid has been shown to become disordered in rats under this condition (3) (4) (5) . Also an earlier report from our laboratory showed elevation in the activities of the enzymes involved in ascorbic acid catabolism in both liver and kidney of castrated rats (6) .
We recently demonstrated active ascorbic acid metabolism in animal prostate (7) (8) (9) . In view of the reported dependence of sex accessory glands on androgens (10) and the implication of male sex hormone involvement in ascorbic acid metabolism in liver and kidney of animals, it was thought necessary to evaluate the effects of castration on the content of ascorbic acid and its metabolism in rat prostate. 
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